
 

Class 1 Curriculum Newsletter        Summer term 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to the beginning of our Summer term.  This curriculum newsletter will give you an outline of 

what your child will be covering in Class 1 throughout the Summer Term.   

ENGLISH This term in our English lessons the children will be exploring a wide 

variety of different texts, using these to write detailed descriptions: non-fiction 

writing as well as story writing.  Within our lessons the children will be developing 

their writing skills through exploring a range of grammatical features that are 

specific to that piece of writing using our sentence tool kit.  We will also continue 

with guided reading sessions and the children will be taught how to use their 

inference and deduction skills to ask and answer questions from the shared text. Children will have daily 

phonics sessions to support them in the knowledge that is required for reading and writing before our 

older children move on to look at specific spelling strategies to help support them in their writing. 

Reception children this term will focus on hand eye co-ordination and fine motor skills that will allow them 

to form the letters that they learn. We will support the children to improve their letter formation and 

sound knowledge and they will continue to blend the sounds to read simple words and sentences. By the end 

of this term, Reception children should be able to write simple sentences unaided with capital letters and 

full stops using their phonics knowledge to sound out words. 

MATHEMATICS Our daily maths session will include twenty minutes of fluency, 

developing links with known facts.  Initially our focus this term will be Measures, 

starting off with measuring and telling the time. After half-term we will move on to 

Fractions and some Geometry looking at position and direction. We will continue to 

identify and address and gaps in learning or understanding due to the disruptions caused 

by lockdowns and school closure!  

Year 1 and 2 children will continue to learn and practice their 2,3, 5 and 10 times tables. Throughout our 

lessons we will be expecting the children to demonstrate their understanding in a variety of ways.  As well 

as problem solving the children will be developing their ability to draw and explain their reasoning about 

their answers and solutions.  Reception children will be exploring numbers beyond 20 and will continue 

learning mathematical concepts through play and adult lead activities to further develop their 

understanding.  

SCIENCE 

Our topic this term is “Plants” alongside which we will be looking at the lifecycles of animals including 

butterflies as we watch caterpillars as they grow and change into their adult form. We have already 

planted some sunflower seeds which we will watch as they grow throughout the next few weeks. We are 

also finding out what plants need to grow by experimenting with seeds planted but denied essential water, 

light or soil. In the second half of term we will be learning more about the human body. Reception children 

will develop their knowledge and understanding of the world through adult lead activities, learning through 

play and exploring both indoors and out. 

TOPIC (HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY) Our topic learning this term is ‘The Great Fire of London’.  The 

children will be learning about what happened during the Great Fire of London itself, as well as finding out 

about what life was like for people who lived at the time. We will be building Tudor style houses and looking 

at daily life in Tudor times. We hope to be able to arrange for a visit from the Fire Service so the children 

can see first-hand how our ability to cope with similar events today has changed. 

 

  



ART/DT    This half-term, our Art will focus on Islamic art in a link with our RE learning. We will explore 

the patterns and designs used by artists following the Islamic tradition before creating our own Islamic-

style clay tile. After half-term we will be planning, designing and making our own models of Tudor houses in 

a link with our topic of The Great Fire of London.  Reception pupils will be developing this through working 

with and exploring different way of creating and making. Again, all curriculum areas will be taught through 

a mixture of adult lead and play opportunities to allow the children to explore new understanding 

MUSIC     In music we will be listening to different styles of music and further exploring pulse and 

rhythm. Future sessions will include music from Santana, Michael Buble and the Star Wars films! 

PE  We will be swimming every THURSDAY, so children will need to come 

to school with swimmers, towel (and goggles if required). We will be 

travelling by coach to and from the pool. The children will be placed in 

groups according to their ability and confidence. Unfortunately, due to 

Covid restrictions, parents will not be able to watch their children swim 

this term.    

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION This half-term term in R.E class one will be focussing on Islam. The children will 

learn about the key beliefs that Muslims hold. They will find out about how Muslims worship in mosques and 

about the special rules they follow. After half-term we will learn more about the Christian Gospels. 

HOME LEARNING 

It is most important that the children are reading at home as well as in 

school. They will all have a school reading book to bring home which 

they are expected to read with an adult at least 4 times a week. 

Children will be able to earn Gold Stars too if their reading is recorded 

in their Reading Record books! Home learning will be sent home each FRIDAY and should be returned to 

school on TUESDAY.  Your child will receive 5 spellings each week from the year 1 or 2 spelling list.  The 

children need to practice spelling these words and put them in sentences to show an understanding of their 

meaning.  They will also have a maths activity to complete based on the learning we have covered in class 

that week.  It is important that they bring their home learning into school on Tuesday to allow marking of 

home learning and preparation for next week’s activities.  Reception children are expected to read at home 

with their parents/carers daily. This will help and support the children both in their love of reading and to 

support their understanding of stories, information books and to support their learning of phonics.  

TRIP/ VISITORS 

We are trying to arrange for trips and visitors to come into school this term to enhance 

the development of our curriculum, although this will obviously be subject to Covid 

guidelines and restrictions. The safety of your children will obviously be our top priority!   

We will inform you about any trips and visits nearer the time. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to speak to me about the curriculum, please do not hesitate to book 

an appointment with Hannah in the office. 

Mr Thomas.  


