
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

*Remember to book your child’s school dinners for the coming week* 
 

Newsletter 
  Friday 4th March 2022 

 
Dear parents/carers,  
Welcome back to the second half of the spring term.  I hope you all had a lovely half 
term break and managed to stay safe during the storms at the beginning of the holidays. 
As you are aware, we have had three cases of covid across both classes reported to the 
school this week. An updated risk assessment was shared with parents at the beginning 
of the week and is also available on the school website.  Our current guidance is as 
follows: If someone has a positive test result the guidance still advises people to stay at 
home to avoid passing the infection on to others. Many people may no longer be 
infectious after 5 days and so as previously, if people have no  
temperature and negative LFD tests on day 5 and 6 they may return to school on the 
morning of day 6. For further Government guidance click here 
 
The children have returned to school enthusiastic and ready to learn.  This half term the 
children in Class 1 will be investigating the topic of ‘Explorers’ in history and 
researching the wide range of materials and their purpose in their science ‘Building 
Things’ topic.  In Class 2, they have already begun their science topic of ‘Diet and 
Lifestyle’ and will be exploring ‘human migration’ in their geography learning over this 
half term.  If you have any artefacts or information that you feel would benefit these 
topics, then please do speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 

Parents Consultations – Tuesday 8th March 
A huge thank you to everyone wo has already signed up for an 
appointment.  These can be either a 10-minute slot on teams or telephone 
call.  Class teachers will be discussing the progress your child/ren have 
been making and well as discussing the targets they will be setting for the 
children this term. Booking in Arbor closes at 5pm on Sunday 6th 

March.  
 
New Phonics Program 
This week staff began their training to implement our new 
phonics scheme, Read, Write Inc.  All staff across the school 
will access all the training available, including training 
sessions with other colleagues across our trust.  Assessments 
have already begun to arrange the children into appropriate reading groups reading to 
begin using the new scheme.  We hope to run some information sessions for our parents 
in the summer term, to enable parents to support their children with reading 
development at home.  For more information about our new phonics scheme, please 
click on the link Parents - Ruth Miskin Phonics Training 

Northlew & Ashbury C of E Primary School, 
Northlew, Okehampton,  
Devon, EX20 3PB. 
Tel - 01409 221 420 
E-mail: admin@northlewprimary.org.uk 
Website: www.northlew.devon.sch.uk 

 

Matthew 5:16 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
mailto:admin@northlewprimary.org.uk
http://www.northlew.devon.sch.uk/


 
A huge thank you to those parents who came along to our parents’ forum meeting on 
Thursday 3rd March.  We managed to record the meeting as there were parents who 
were unable to attend.  We also welcomed Chris Greenfield from the Aim Group who 
discussed various training courses available for parents free of charge.  A copy of the 
recording will be available next week.  
 
Book and Biscuit Afternoon/Celebration Assembly  
Following further conversations with Public Health England at the 
beginning of next week, and covid case dependent, we are looking forward 
to welcoming back our parents to our weekly celebration assembly and 
fortnightly book and biscuit mornings.  These will begin next week, Friday 
11th March at 8:50am, where parents are welcome into classrooms to share the learning 
in the children’s books as well as hearing their children read.  This will then be followed 
by our weekly celebration assembly at 9:15am in the hall.  Everyone is welcome.  We 
ask that parents wear a face mask whilst in the school.  We will have sign in sheets 
available for parents to sign on arrival.  Many thanks for your co-operation.   
 
It was lovely to see so many children dressed up as their favourite book characters (or 
one of their favourites as many of the children told us they had lots of favourite books). 
Our school librarians organised a ‘Where’s Wally’ Hunt for children to take part in 
during break and lunchtime and throughout the day the children had the opportunity to 
share their favourite books as well as listening to stories being read to them from 
various celebrities.  I have included the link that the children can use at home if they 
would like to listen to a variety of stories World Book Day Audiobooks  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, we are looking forward to welcoming you all 

back to join us next Friday afternoon to celebrate the amazing learning your children 

have produced over the last term. 

Mrs Cook 

School Diary 

March 

Monday – 7th  OCRA Unihoc after-school club, 3:30-4:30pm 

Tuesday – 8th  
Parent Consultations- 2-7pm (Online Teams meetings) 
Dance after-school club, 3:30-4:30pm 

Wednesday – 9th  

Cross Country (race 2)- North Tawton Primary, 1:15pm 
Tuck Shop, 3:15-3:30pm 
Art after-school club, 3:30-4:30pm (2 of 4) 
Year 6 SATs Club, 3:30-4:15pm 

Thursday – 10th  Martial Arts club, 3:30-4:30pm 

Friday – 11th  

Non-Uniform (Blue & Yellow) £1 donation to Ukraine charity 
Book & Biscuit morning 8:50-9:15am 
Celebration Assembly, 9:15-9:30am 

Forest School- AM Class 1 & 2 (wellies needed) 

PE lessons- Class 1 & 2 

*Your child must be booked onto our after-school clubs through School Gateway, in order to take part. 

This week’s 

attendance:  

89.2 % 

https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/


 

Gangsta Granny- Theatre Trip 

On Friday 27th May we are excited to be visiting the Queens 

Theatre in Barnstaple to watch a performance of Gangsta Granny. 

The PTFA have kindly offered to cover the cost of the coach, so 

we are able to reduce the cost and ask for a parental contribution 

of £12 per child. To make payment, please go to the ‘payments’ 

section of School Gateway by Mon 28th March. After this date we 

will confirm numbers with the Theatre and cannot secure any additional 

tickets. 

 

Non-Uniform Day 

Next Friday, 11th March we will be holding a non-uniform 

day and asking children to wear blue & yellow for a £1 

donation. Money raised will be donated to a charity 

supporting the Ukraine humanitarian crisis. 

 

OCRA KS2 Cross Country Races 

We have received confirmation of the dates for the next two 

Cross Country races. For both events the coach will depart 

school at 12:50pm, so the children will have a slightly early lunch on that 

day but can book a school dinner as usual. The coach will arrive back to 

school before the end of the school day.  

• Race 2- Wednesday 9th March at North Tawton Primary School. 

• Race 3- Monday 21st March at Sleekers Farm, Sourton. 

Parents of all children taking part in this series of races have already given 

consent in School Gateway, but should your child not be able to attend a 

race, please get in touch.  

 

Northlew & Ashbury PTFA 
needs your help!  
Sign up to easyfundraising & 

raise FREE donations every time you shop online 
with over 6,000 retailers. John Lewis, Argos, 
Uswitch, eBay and many more are waiting to give 
a free donation. Plus, once you’ve signed up and 
raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising will give 
us an extra £5 bonus donation! It really is so 
simple & a great way to build up funds for our 
children. 

Sign up to support us here - 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/

dilgss/ 

Congratulations to Freddie who 

won the chance to take home 

the reading basket this week, 

by reading at least 5 times. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/dilgss/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/dilgss/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Girlguiding Event 
On Sunday 27th 
February, Darcie and 
Amelia met with 
approximately 1200 
other Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and 
Rangers from all over 
Devon for fun activities 
and games throughout 
the day. The children 
created life size models 
using bottle top 
flowers that will be 
taken and displayed in 
various parts of Devon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doe’s reading impact 
your learning? 

34 out of 39 children answered 

the question. 

 

The children who answered yes 

thought that reading helps to 

support spelling, extending 

their vocabulary and gives them 

ideas for their creative writing 

in class. 

The children who answered no 

said that they found it difficult 

to find time to read at home 

with an adult but the reading 

they do in school helps to 

support their learning. 

VACANCIES 
within the Dartmoor Multi 

Academy Trust 
 

Follow the link below to view all 

current vacancies  

www.dartmoormat.org.uk/job-

vacancies.html  

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be held on  

Wed 16th March at 7:30pm   

in the Green Dragon pub.  

ALL welcome to join us! 

 

Dates for your Diary! 
• Easter Egg Raffle - to be drawn 8th 

April 2022 

• Duck Race - Friday 15th July 2022 

• Carnival - Friday 4th November 2022  

• Christmas Fair - Saturday 26th 

November 2022  

• Christmas Hamper - to be drawn 

week of 12th December 2022 

http://www.dartmoormat.org.uk/job-vacancies.html
http://www.dartmoormat.org.uk/job-vacancies.html


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD AWARD 

350 stars 

Class 1  

Ronnie 

 

Congratulations to the following children for achieving 
their gold star certificates! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Ethos- Forgiveness 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 
Sienna has been so enthusiastic about her learning 

which is showing in the writing that she is currently 

doing. Her passion for reading has grown over the past 

few months which is influencing her writing style. She 

is taking a keen role with her learning and has taken the 

opportunity to do some extra descriptive writing 

independently. Well done, Sienna. 

Class 1 
Ollie has worked very hard this week and has 

produced some brilliant work. We have been very 

impressed with his letter to Sadiq Khan as he has 

remembered lots of the facts we have learnt 

about London during our Humanities topic and 

included these. Well done, Ollie! 

Class 1  
Isabel is a shining example of this term's value. 

She is always quick to apologise if she ever does 

anything accidentally to anyone else and will 

explain what happened. Isabel is also a very 

forgiving person when others must apologise to 

her. She uses brilliant language to communicate 

and is always friends with people again quickly if 

anything happens. Well done, Isabel! 

Class 2  
Noah has overcome some challenges this 

week and has been very forgiving of 

others after they have offered sincere 

apologies. He continued to persevere when 

he was feeling unsure and has been able to 

trust his peers again so that he is joining 

in with groups at playtime. We are proud 

of you Noah, well done! 

 


