
 
 
 
 

Mrs Janine Cook – Head of School, 
Northlew & Ashbury C of E Primary School, 

Northlew, Okehampton, Devon, 
EX20 3PB. 

Tel - 01409 221420 
E-mail: admin@northlew.devon.sch.uk 

Website: www.northlew.devon.sch.uk 
 

 

Newsletter 
Friday 3rd May 2019 

 
  

Dear parents/carers,  

The children have been involved in conversations about how they learn 

best this week which has resulted in a change of tables and layout in the 

classrooms.  It is innovative to see how the children are thinking about the 

many factors that affect how they learn, and with collaboration from staff 

are finding ways to overcome barriers.  

On Tuesday of next week, year 2 children will begin their assessments for 

reading, spelling and grammar and maths.  We will be taking the children 

out in small groups and working alongside the children to encourage them 

to do their best.  The following week beginning Monday 13th May our year 6 

children will be doing their SATs assessments.  Like last year, we will run a 

breakfast club for the week for our year 6 children starting at 8:30am each 

morning.  Please speak to Mrs Lee if your child has any special dietary 

requirements.  

Our postponed Ethos Committee Meeting will take place next Friday 10th 
May at 9:30am, everyone is welcome.  At the meeting we will be discussing 
our vision for Northlew and exploring a vision statement which will 
underpin our five Christian values we have been developing with the 
children. 
Please find attached a copy of the curriculum newsletter for class 1 & 2. It 
will give you all the information of the topics we are covering during the 
summer term. 
 
Have a great bank holiday weekend.   Looking forward to seeing you all on 
Tuesday,  
 
Mrs Cook 

 
Gardening Club 

Gardening club are requesting used 4 pint milk bottles. Please leave any 

donations in the office. 
 

 

 

This Weeks 

Team Point 

Winner… 

BODMIN 
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Diary For Week Beginning-  6th May                     Week 3 Dinners 

Monday BANK HOLIDAY! 

Tuesday 
 

Mrs Barnola teaching KS2- all day 
Mrs Cook teaching KS1- pm 
Mrs Hirst teaching KS1-am 
Bob Matthews music lessons- pm 
Gardening after-school club- 3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 

Mrs Burrows teaching KS1- all day 
Mrs Lee teaching KS2- all day 
*Yr 3&4 Tag Rugby at Tavistock RFC, 12:45-3:00pm 
OCRA PE lessons KS1 & KS2- pm 
NEW! OCRA after-school (archery) club, 3.30- 4.30pm 

Thursday 

Mrs Lee teaching KS2- all day 
Mrs Burrows teaching KS1- am 
NEW! Yoga after-school club, 3:30-4:30pm 
KS1 & KS2 Forest School with Mr Thomas 

Friday 
Mrs Lee teaching KS2- all day 
Mrs Barnola teaching KS1- all day 
Celebration Assembly at 3.00pm 

* You will have been notified by text if your child has been invited to take part in this event. Please 

confirm their attendance in School Gateway. 
 

This term we are focusing on our 
Christian Ethos of ‘forgiveness’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Last week’s 

attendance 

was:  

95.9% 

Class 2 

Fred reflected on his 

behaviour with staff 

and maturely and 

sincerely apologised. 

Class 1 

Darcie apologised for 

accidentally catching Aiden 

with a skipping rope, Aiden 

quickly accepted her apology 

and they carried on with 

their game.  



 

 

                - Helpful Info 
Dinners 

 If you need to cancel/amend your child’s dinner, please let me know before 9am 

that day as unfortunately this isn’t a feature that the APP currently provides for 

parents. 

 Be careful when booking dinners as each day must be booked separately (select a 

day’s meal choice, click book and repeat for the following day) as the system 

cannot cope with multiple bookings all at once. 

Clubs 

 New clubs are announced by text and fill up fast! Only children who are booked 

on the club through School Gateway may attend. If your child would like to take 

part in a club that is fully booked, let me know and I can add them to our waiting 

list, should space become available. 

 Booking your child onto a club is not a one off and requires individual bookings 

for each week they wish to attend.  

 If your child is signed up to a club but is unable to attend that week, please let me 

know asap as we can offer the session to a child from the clubs waiting list. 

Messaging 

 School Gateway allows parents to text the school through the APP. However, if 

it’s something more urgent e.g. absent child, child collection or club/dinner 

cancellation then please phone or email instead, as this is more frequently 

monitored. 

 Once all parents are signed up and using School Gateway we will discontinue use 

of our Teachers2parents messaging service and only text parents through the 

School Gateway APP. This should make it a little easier as everything will be in 

one place. 

Hopefully that clears up some of your queries but should you have any further 

questions, just get in touch. Thanks Hannah 

 

Year 3&4 Tag Rugby ‘Megafest’ 
We have been invited to attend a new sporting event held at 
Tavistock RFC on Wednesday 8th May, 12.45-3pm. The 

Megafest is a rotation of 3 activities - end Game, touch ball & a game of tag 
rugby. Points will also be awarded for fair play & team work. 
Children will need their PE kit, trainers, packed lunch & drink (we will need 
to leave before dinners are served). 

We will have a TA accompanying the children. If you have a DBS check with 
the school and are able to drive, please let us know as we require 1 further 
driver. 
You will have been notified by text if your child has been invited to take 
part. We are taking a team of 6 children. Therefore, not everyone can 
attend this event.  
Please log into School Gateway to confirm your child’s attendance at 
this event. 

 
 



CLASS 1 Curriculum Newsletter     Summer term 2019 

Dear Parents/carer, 
Welcome back to the beginning of our Summer term.  This curriculum newsletter will give you an 
outline of what your child will be covering in class 1 throughout the Summer term.  If you have any 
artefacts or resources that would help to enhance or support our curriculum then please come and 
let us know.   If you or anyone you know could come in to talk to the children and share experiences 
and expertise then we would love to hear from you. 
 

ENGLISH  
This term in our English lessons the children will be exploring a wide variety of 
texts, using these to write detailed descriptions, non-fiction writing as well as 
story writing.  Within our lessons the children will be developing their writing 
skills through exploring a range of grammatical features that are specific to 
that piece of writing using our sentence tool kit.  We will also continue with 

daily guided reading sessions and the children will be taught how to use their inference and 
deduction skills to ask and answer questions from the shared text. Reception and year 1 children will 
have daily phonics sessions to support them in the knowledge that is required for reading and 
writing and year 2 children will look at specific spelling strategies to help support them in their 
writing.  Reception children will this term focus on hand eye co-ordination and fine motor skills that 
will allow them to form the letters that they learn. Daily phonics and handwriting sessions will 
support the children’s letter formation and sound knowledge and they will continue to blend the 
sounds to read simple words and sentences. By the end of this term reception children should be 
able to write simple sentences unaided with capital letters and full stops using their phonics 
knowledge to sound out words. 
 

MATHEMATICS  
Our daily maths session will include twenty minutes of fluency, developing links with 
known facts.  Our focus this term will continue to develop our use of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division to solve problems and explain our strategies. 
We will also look at understanding data and reading information from graphs and 
charts as well as learning to read the time of o’clock and half past.   Year 1 and 2 

children will continue to learn and practice their 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables through our ladder 
challenge. Throughout our lessons we will be expecting the children to demonstrate their 
understanding in a variety of ways.  As well as problem solving the children will be developing their 
ability to draw and explain their reasoning about their answers and solutions.  Reception children 
continue learning mathematical concepts through play and adult lead activities that enable them to 
start working with shape and numbers. Particularly numbers from 0 to 20. 
 

SCIENCE 
Our topic this term is ‘Habitats’. The children will be looking at different 
habitats from around the world and why humans and animals choose to live 
in this way.  We will be developing our understanding of the classification of 
animal groups and be able to distinguish between birds, fish, reptiles 
amphibians and mammals. The children will also create their own habitat 

boxes based on an animal of their choosing; these will then be entered into the produce show in 
September within the village. Reception children will develop their knowledge and understanding of 
the world through adult lead activities, learning through play and making sense of everyday 
materials by becoming more aware what things are made of. 
 

TOPIC (HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY)   
Our topic learning this term is ‘Seasides’.The children will be comparing 
seasides long ago with the seasides we visit and enjoy today, looking at the 
similarities and differences in entertainment, clothing and activities 
available to take part in. We will look at man-made and natural materials 
and look at ways we can help to look after our beaches.  We will also be 

visiting a beach in the second half of the summer term when we can explore the rock pools, help 
look after our environment with a beach clean as well as building our own sandcastles.    
 



 
ART/DT     
The children will continue to develop their skills in sketching and drawing.  They 
will also plan create and evaluate their own habitat boxes using the knowledge 
they have explored in other curriculum areas.  In DT the children will be 
planning, designing and making their own animal from clay.  Reception will be 

developing this through working with and exploring different way of creating and making. Again, all 
curriculum areas will be taught through a mixture of adult lead and play opportunities to allow the 
children to explore new understanding 

 
MUSIC                    
In music we will be looking how music has changed and developed over the years.  
The children will explore various musicians and how their music influenced others.  
 

PE   
Our PE lessons take place every WEDNESDAY in school.  Please could 
you ensure that your child comes to school with a FULL PE kit (plain 
white t shirt, navy shorts and trainers).    
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 The topic class 1 will be focussing on this term is Salvation. After exploring different 
Easter experiences children in KS1 will reflect upon this and discuss their key question 
of ‘why does Easter matter to Christians?’. The children will be able to understand 
where salvation is in ‘the big story’ of the bible and will be able to retell the Easter 
story. They will then learn about some of the instructions that Jesus gave about how 
to behave, which will also be linked to our 5 school values and how they have 

evolved. The children will be given opportunities to reflect upon what they have leaned and their 
own beliefs. 
 

HOME LEARNING 
Home learning will be sent home each FRIDAY and should be returned to 
school on TUESDAY.  Your child will receive 5 spellings each week from the 
year 1 or 2 spelling list. The need to practice how to spell these  words 

using the range of techniques we have used in class, they also need to put these words in sentences 
to show an understanding of their meaning. They will also have a maths activity to complete based 
on the learning we have covered in class that week.  It is important that they bring their home 
learning into school on Tuesday to allow marking of home learning and preparation for next week’s 
activities.  Reception children are expected to read at home with their parents/carers daily. This will 
help and support the children both in their love of reading and to support their understanding of 
stories, information books and to support their learning of phonics.  

 
TRIP/ VISITORS 
We will be planning a range of trips and visitors to come into school this term to 
enhance the development of our curriculum.  We will inform you about these nearer 
the time. 
 

 
If you have any questions or would like to speak to me about the curriculum, please do not hesitate 
to book an appointment with Hannah in the office. 
 
Mrs Cook  

 

 

 

 



 
CLASS 2 Curriculum Newsletter     Summer term 2019 
 
Dear Parents/carer, 
 
Welcome back to the beginning of our Summer term.  This curriculum newsletter will give you an 
outline of what your child will be covering in class 2 throughout the Summer term.  If you have any 
artefacts or resources that would help to enhance or support our curriculum then please come and 
let us know.   If you or anyone you know could come in to talk to the children and share experiences 
and expertise then we would love to hear from you. 
 

ENGLISH  
This term in our English lessons the children will be exploring a wide variety of 
texts and using these to write detailed descriptions, non-fiction writing as well 
as story writing.  Within our lessons the children will be developing their 
writing skills through exploring a range of grammatical features that are 
specific to that piece of writing using our sentence tool kit.  We will also 

continue with daily guided reading sessions and the children will be taught how to use their 
inference and deduction skills to ask and answer questions from the shared text. We are starting our 
term with the book ‘The Tear Thief’ and will then be focussing on using our writing skills to promote 
and help us create our class production. 
 

MATHEMATICS  
Our daily maths session will include twenty minutes of fluency, developing links with 
known facts.  Our focus this term will be looking at numbers with decimal points and 
division. We will then link this learning to a wider context, looking at money and 
how decimals relate to money. The children will continue to learn and practice their 
times tables using the ladder challenge, so please keep practicing at home. 

Throughout our lessons we will be expecting the children to demonstrate their understanding in a 
variety of ways.  As well as problem solving the children will be developing their ability to draw and 
explain their reasoning about their answers and solutions.   
 

SCIENCE  
Our topic this term is ‘Rocks’.  We will explore the different types of rocks and 
how they have been formed; we will then discuss and decide how these types 
of rocks can be categorised.  The children have developed some questions 
which they would like to investigate and gain an understanding of, so these will 
be explored throughout the lessons. We will also look into living things and 

their habitats and make links to how rocks create habitats. We will also be visiting a beach in the 
second half of the summer term when we can explore the rock pools, and discover any of the living 
things in their natural environment we will also use this time to help look after our environment and 
promote wildlife with a beach clean. 

 
TOPIC (HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY)  
Our topic learning this term is ‘Anglo Saxons’.  We will look at a variety of aspects about 
the Anglo Saxons including the invasions, the kings and their laws and values. This will 
link to our geography as we will begin to look at rivers and how Anglo Saxons relied on 
rivers. We will learn about volcanoes, why they exist and what they do. We will also look 
at different climate zones, earthquakes and the water cycle and what impact they have 

on our lives and how we can influence them.  
 

ART/DT     
The children continue to develop their sketching and drawing skills and will be 
designing and making their own volcanoes from resources such as papier mache. 
We will then link this to our science to see a chemical reaction by using menthos 
to create our own volcanic eruption. We will also begin to design and create props 
and backgrounds for our school play which the children chose the other day.  

 
 



 
MUSIC  
In music we will be looking how music has changed and developed over the years.  
The children will explore various musicians and how their music influenced others. 
We will also be learning new songs for our play and creating our own music for this. 
 

PE  
Our PE lessons take place every WEDNESDAY in school.  Please could you ensure 
that your child comes to school with a FULL PE kit (plain white t shirt, navy shorts 
and trainers).    

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION This term in R.E class one will be focussing on incarnation. 
The key question the children will be discussing and reflecting upon is ‘What is the 
trinity?’ The children will be looking at some of the symbolism from the stories in the 
Bible and will begin to discuss what it represents and why it is important to some 
Christians. We will look at what the Gospel is and how it tells the story and the life of 
Jesus. We will discuss how this is important to some Christians and make links to 

baptisms. The children will then focus on how some Christians show their beliefs in God the trinity 
and how this influences how they lead their lives.  
 

HOME LEARNING 
Home learning will be sent home each FRIDAY and should be returned to school 
on TUESDAY.  Your child will receive 5 spellings each week from the year 3/4 or 

5/6 spelling list.  They need to practice how to spell these words using the range of techniques we 
have used in class; they also need to put these words in sentences to show an understanding of their 
meaning.  They will also have a maths activity to complete based on the learning we have covered in 
class that week.  It is important that they bring their home learning into school on Tuesday to allow 
marking of home learning and preparation for next week’s activities. Children are expected to read 
at home with their parents/carers daily. This will help and support them with ideas and techniques 
to include in their writing. 
 

TRIP/ VISITORS 
We will be planning a range of trips and visitors to come into school this term to 
enhance the development of our curriculum.  We will inform you about these nearer 
the time. 

 
If you have any questions or would like to speak to me about the curriculum, please do not hesitate 
to book an appointment with Hannah in the office. 
 
Mrs Lee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


