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Newsletter 
Friday 18th January 2019 

 
Dear parents/careers, 
 
Before Christmas, Mrs Lee carried out a questionnaire with all the children 
finding out what they knew about the school’s Christian Ethos that had been 
developed with the children, staff and governors some time ago.  It was clear 
from the feedback that the children were unclear of the various strands to our 
ethos and this needed to be addressed.   
At the start of this week, during whole school worship we introduced the 
children to ‘Endurance’, looking at what this meant to us as a learner and how 
we strive to make the correct choices in the eyes of God and others.  The children 
have been developing this further in the classroom and we want them to 
continue to make the connections within their day to day time both inside and 
outside of school.  As part of this development, we will be focusing on a strand of 
our ethos every half term, and a child from each class will be awarded a 
certificate for ‘endurance’ over the course of this half term, from next week.  
Mrs Cook 
 

Diary for week beginning- 21/1/18 

Monday 

Ms Keary teaching KS1- all day 
Parent/Career Toddler Stay & Play- 9.00-10.30am 

*Med Theatre Workshop, Hatherleigh- 1.30- 3.00pm 

Tuesday 
Ms Keary teaching KS1- all day 
Bob Matthews music lessons- pm 
Gardening after school club- 3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 
Ms Keary teaching KS1- all day 
OCRA PE lessons KS1 & KS2- pm 
OCRA after school (Multi-skills) club, 3.30- 4.30pm 

Thursday 
Mrs Lee teaching KS1- all day 
OCRA after school (Football club), 3.30-4,30pm 

Friday 
Mrs Lee teaching KS2- all day 
Ms Keary teaching KS1- all day 
Celebration Assembly at 3.00pm 

* You will have been informed by letter, if your child has been invited to attend this event. 

 

Last week’s 

attendance 

was:  

96.5% 

This Weeks 

Team Point 

Winners… 

Exmoor 
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Parent Forum Meeting 
Our next Parents Forum Meeting will be held in school on Wednesday 
30th January, 3.30- 4.30pm. If you have any suggestions please leave 
these in the forum box in the lobby by Thurs 24th.  
 

 
Running Club- Class 2 
Mags and Mai Cudmore have kindly offered to provide 
the children in class 2 with the option to take part in a 
weekly running club. This will be held on a Monday, 
3.30-4.30pm from the 4th Feb. If your child would like 

to take part they will need a change of clothes, trainers & a wet weather 
coat as the route can get very muddy!  
Complete the attached form and return to the office by Fri 25th Jan, if your 
child would like to take part. 
 

 
Running Club Permission 2019 

 
 

I give permission for ______________________________ to take part in Running 
Club weekly on a Monday, 3.30-4.30pm. 
 
Emergency contact number _________________________________________ 
Name of contact __________________________________________ 
 
Signed ______________________________________ Date ____/____/________ 
Print name _________________________________________________ 
 
 
  



 

 

SUPER LEARNERS OF THE WEEK! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 1 

Sienna has used 

adjectives to describe 

her character. She has 

also hugely improved 

her handwriting. 

Class 2 

Scarlett has really 

persevered with her 

understanding of 

division this week to 

explain the methods 

and strategies she 

has used to others.  

 



 

Class 1 Curriculum Newsletter     Spring term 2019 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to the beginning of our second term.  This curriculum newsletter will give you an outline of 

what your child will be covering in class 1 throughout the spring term.  If you have any artefacts or 

resources that would help to enhance or support our curriculum then please come and let us know.   If you 

or anyone you know could come in to talk to the children and share experiences and expertise then we 

would love to hear from you. 

ENGLISH 

This term in our English lessons the children will be exploring a wide variety of 

texts focussing on sentences, description and story writing.  Within our lessons the 

children will be developing their writing skills through exploring a range of 

grammatical features that are specific to that piece of writing using our sentence tool kit.  We will also 

continue with daily guided reading sessions and the children will be taught how to use their inference and 

deduction skills to ask and answer questions from the shared text. 

Reception and year 1 children will have daily phonics sessions to support them in the knowledge that is 

required for reading and writing. 

Reception children will this term focus on hand eye co-ordination and fine motor skills that will allow them 

to form the letters that they learn. Daily phonics sessions will support the children’s letter sound 

knowledge and they will now be starting to blend the sounds to read simple words and sentences. This will 

lead them to start labelling and then writing short sentences. 

MATHEMATICS 

Our daily maths session will include twenty minutes of developing fluency, were we will 

explore making links with known facts.  Our focus this term will explore addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division.  We will then use the skills that we have learnt to 

begin to investigate addition and subtraction techniques to solve problems.  Year 1 and 2 

children will be learning and practicing their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. Throughout our lessons we will be 

expecting the children to demonstrate their understanding in a variety of ways.  As well as problem solving 

the children will be developing their ability to draw and explain their reasoning about their answers and 

solutions. 

Reception children continue learning mathematical concepts through play and adult lead activities that 

enable them to start working with shape and numbers. Particularly numbers from 0 to 20. 

SCIENCE 

Our topic this term is Everyday Materials.  The children will be looking at what 

different items are made from and begin to develop why certain materials are more 

efficient than others for different uses. We will be doing various experiments with 

the children to help them classify materials as well as be able to have an opinion of 

which materials are better for some uses than others. 

Reception children will develop their knowledge and understanding of the world through adult lead 

activities, learning through play and making sense of everyday materials by becoming more aware what 

things are made of 

 

 



TOPIC  

In history we will be looking at castles. What purpose did they serve? What were 

different parts of a castle used for? We will be looking at Motte and Bailey castles and 

the children will consider the development of why wood was used less and stone became 

more favourable as a construction material. 

ART/DT 

The children will be sketching, drawing and making models of castles. In DT the children will 

be planning, designing and making their own medieval goblet. Reception will be developing this 

through working with and exploring different way of creating and making. Again, all curriculum areas will be 

taught through a mixture of adult lead and play opportunities to allow the children to explore new 

understanding 

MUSIC                    

In music we will be looking at medieval instruments and how they differ from the kind of 

instruments that we have now. The children will be designing, creating and evaluating their 

own medieval instrument 

PE 

Our PE lessons take place every WEDNESDAY in school.  Please could you 

ensure that your child comes to school with a PE kit (plain white t shirt, 

navy shorts and trainers.   

HOME LEARNING 

Home learning will be sent home each FRIDAY and should be returned 

to school on TUESDAY.  Your child will receive 5 spellings each week 

from the year 1 or 2 spelling list.  The need to practice how to spell these  words using the range of 

techniques we have used in class, they also need to put these words in sentences to show an understanding 

of their meaning.  They will also have a maths activity to complete based on the learning we have covered in 

class that week.  It is important that they bring their home learning into school on Tuesday to allow 

marking of home learning and preparation for next week’s activities. 

Reception children will be expected to read at home with their Parents/carers daily. This will help and 

support the children both in their love of reading and to support their understanding of stories, 

information books and to support their learning of phonics.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

This term in R.E class one will be focussing on the Gospel and the key question of what is 

the good news that Jesus brings? The children will be looking at some of the stories 

from the Bible and will begin to discuss what it means to some Christians. They will begin 

to learn about different ways in which Christians believe Jesus gave instructions about 

how we should behave, and they will be finding some examples about how some Christians do this. We will 

be debating if the good news Jesus brought was only good news for Christians. 

TRIP/ VISITORS 

We will be planning a range of trips and visitors to come into school this term to enhance the 

development of our curriculum.  We will inform you about these nearer the time. 

If you have any questions or would like to speak to me about the curriculum, please do not hesitate to book 

an appointment with Hannah in the office. 

Ms Keary 



 

 

Class 2 Curriculum Newsletter          Spring Term 2019 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back and a Happy New Year.  This curriculum newsletter will give you an outline of what your child 

will be covering in class 2 throughout the Spring term.  If you have any artefacts or resources that would 

help to enhance or support our curriculum then please come and let us know.   If you or anyone you know 

could come in to talk to the children and share experiences and expertise then we would love to hear from 

you. 

ENGLISH 

This term in our English lessons the children will be exploring a wide variety of texts 

focusing on descriptive writing, non-chronological report writing and producing our own 

information booklets on the Tudor Period.  Within our lessons the children will be 

developing their writing skills through exploring a range of grammatical features that are 

specific to that piece of writing, using our sentence tool kit.  As well as developing writing, the children will 

be developing their grammatical understanding through our daily grammar practice. We will continue to 

practice and apply our individual spelling list that will be tested weekly as part of our home learning  and  

also continue with daily guided reading sessions were the children will be taught how to use their inference 

and deduction skills to ask and answer questions from the shared text. Please ensure that your child reads 

daily at home as this will help to support them with their reading and writing at school. 

MATHEMATICS 

Our daily maths session will include twenty minutes of developing fluency, were we will 

explore making links with known facts.  Every Friday the children will have a times tables 

challenge to enable them to quickly recall facts, children in year 3 and 4 will need to know 

their 2,3,4,5, 8 and 10 with children in year 5 and 6 knowing all their tables to 12.  Our 

focus this term will explore multiplication and division linking this with fractions, decimals and percentages.  

We will then use the skills that we have learnt to begin to investigate and use the strategies we have 

learnt to solve ‘real life’ worded problems.   Throughout our lessons we will be expecting the children to 

demonstrate their understanding in a variety of ways.  As well as problem solving the children will be 

developing their ability to draw and explain their reasoning about their answers and solutions. 

SCIENCE 

Our topic this term is solids, liquids and gases.  The children will explore the 

properties of solids, liquids and gases and relate this to everyday objects.  

We will also be investigating changing state of a solid to a liquid when we 

apply heat.  This term the children will understand what fair testing is and be 

able to make careful predictions and write up conclusions following several experiments.  This will also 

involve the children working and collaborating together to carry out a successful investigation. 

TOPIC (HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY) 

Throughout our topic learning the children will be exploring what life was like in the 

Tudor period.   We will explore the difference between rich and poor lives, who was 

Henry VIII and the impact he had on the Tudors and compare this to our lives today 

looking at similarities and differences through the progression of time.  The children in 

class 2 will also have the opportunity to visit Buckfast Abbey to help bring the curriculum to life.  More 

information about this will follow soon. 

 



 

 

ART/DT 

Our weekly art lessons will allow the children the opportunity to explore artists and 

artistic techniques used in the Tudor Period.  We hope that the children will enjoy 

experimenting with a range of tools and equipment to create their own masterpieces.  

Our DT project will be designing and creating our own Tudor Rose from clay.   

MUSIC 

Linked with our topic learning this half term, the children will be looking at a range of 

music from the Tudor Period.  We will explore different instruments that were used 

during this period and how music was a part of daily life and entertainment. 

 

PE 

Our PE lessons take place every WEDNESDAY in school.  Please could you ensure that 

your child comes to school with a FULL PE kit (plain white t shirt, navy shorts and 

trainers).  As the weather is getting colder, children may also wish to bring in tracksuit 

bottoms or leggings to use when PE takes place outside. This term we have several after 

school clubs available that are free of charge with qualified instructors from the college.  

Please let Hannah know if you would like your child to participate in any of these clubs.  

HOME LEARNING 

Home learning will be sent home each FRIDAY and should be returned 

to school on TUESDAY.  Your child will receive 5/6 spellings each week 

from the year 3 / 4 or year 5 / 6 spelling lists.  The need to practice 

how to spell these  words using the range of techniques we have used in class, they also need to put these 

words in sentences to show an understanding of their meaning.  They will also have a maths activity to 

complete based on the learning we have covered in class that week.  It is important that they bring their 

home learning into school on Tuesday, as we will take time within our maths lesson to correct it together 

and go through any misconceptions. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The children in class 2 will be covering the topic of 'the people of God' and answering 

the key question of what is it like to follow God? We will be looking at the story of Noah 

and the covenant that he made. We will link this story to ways that Christians make 

other promises, such as vows in a wedding ceremony. This learning will link to how we live 

in school and the wider world and the children will have opportunities to post questions 

into the 'I wonder' box which will give us chance to discuss some of the bigger questions that arise during 

this topic. 

TRIPS/ VISITORS 

We will be planning a range of trips and visitors to come into school this term to enhance 

the development of our curriculum.  We will inform you about these nearer the time. 

If you have any questions or would like to speak to me about the curriculum, please do not 

hesitate to book an appointment with Hannah in the office. 

Mrs Cook 

 


